Peru

Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child Labor

The Government of Peru has been a member of ILO-IPEC since 1996."8! ILO-IPEC
programs in which Peru is involved include a regional program to eliminate child labor in the
small-scale, traditional mining sectors of Bolivia, Ecuador and Peru, and a regional program to
eliminate child domestic labor in Brazil, Paraguay, Colombia and Peru.!”®? In 2000, Peru imple-
mented a child labor survey with technical assistance from ILO-IPEC’s SIMPOC, and participa-
tion from the Ministry of Labor, the National Institute of Statistics, and the Ministry of Women’s
Advancement and Human Development (PROMUDEH).!*%

In 1997, Peru put in place its first National Plan of Action for Children and Adolescents to
promote and ensure the complete protection of children’s rights.!”®* In 1997, PROMUDEH created
the National Steering Committee on the Eradication of Child and Adolescent Labor to carry out the
strategies and goals stated in the National Plan of Action.!*%

The Ministry of Education is implementing programs that reinforce curricula, make
lessons more pertinent to the lives of working children,'”*¢ promote good school performance,
prevent the early insertion of children into the work force,'”®” and improve the quality and infra-
structure of education throughout the country.'”®® The Ministry of Health’s School Insurance
program decreases school dropout numbers by providing medical coverage to children between the
ages of 3 and 17 years in exchange for proof from teachers that students are continuously attending
classes.!” The National Institute of Family Well-Being has a program that provides a variety of
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services to working youth, including school support, housing, reinsertion into the government
school system, reinsertion into the family, and vocational training. '**

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor

In 1999, the ILO estimated that 5.5 percent of children between the ages of 10 and 14 in
Peru were working. ! The majority of working children are active in the country’s informal
economy.'”? Children work in the agricultural sector, in fireworks factories, in stone quarries,
and in mining sites."”* They shine shoes, load and unload produce in markets, collect garbage,
carry heavy loads of bricks, and perform unpaid domestic work for their families.!”> Children also
engage in prostitution.!'*
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The Constitution establishes free and compulsory education through secondary school.!*”’
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was 91 percent."”® School attendance is lowest in rural areas, and girls attend at a lower
rate than boys."” Indigenous children and those from rural areas lack access to the education
system.20%

Child Labor Laws and Enforcement

In 2001, new legislation was passed that modified the Child and Adolescent’s Code of
2000 and raised the legal minimum age for employment from 12 to 14 years.?”' According to the
Code, the minimum age for the hazardous industrial, commercial or mining sectors is 15 years,
while in the fishing sector, the legal minimum age is 16.2°> Work that might harm a child’s
physical, mental and emotional health and development, including underground work or work that
involves heavy lifting and carrying, or work that might serve as an obstacle to continued school
attendance is prohibited for youth under the age of 18.2°* The Code prohibits extreme forms of
child labor such as forced and bonded labor, economically exploitative labor, prostitution and
trafficking.*** Children between 12 and 14 years are prohibited from working more than four
hours a day, or over to 24 hours a week, and adolescents between 15 and 17 years may not work
more than six hour a days, or over 36 hours a week.?’ The Code further stipulates that all working
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adolescents must obtain special certification from the Ministry of Labor, which is also the entity
responsible for guaranteeing that they are attending school.?”” Working children must be paid at
the same rate as adult workers.?*”’

Prostitution is legal in Peru, but laws prohibit individuals from profiting by prostituting
others. Laws prohibiting kidnapping, the sexual abuse of minors, and illegal employment are
enforced and can be used to sanction individuals who traffic children for exploitative labor.?%

The Ministry of Labor is responsible for enforcing labor laws. The Ministry has 150 labor
inspectors, and inspections are primarily conducted in the formal sector.?*® The Directorate of
Children and Adolescent Affairs, an office within the Ministry of Women’s Advancement and
Human Development (PROMUDEH), is charged with protecting the rights of children and adoles-
cents.”!® At the municipal level, the Municipal Child and Adolescent Defender Centers
(DEMUNAs) work with local governments to supervise and apply punishments.?!!

Peru has not ratified ILO Convention 138, but ratified [LO Convention 182 on January 10,
2002212
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